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Paychologicul Aspects of Foreign Policy.

1., Thie vaper does not leave the reader with & very clear pleture of
the rols of paychologv in the formulation and implementation of foreign
policy. It contains, however, quite a few perceptive remarks which are
worth remanbering.

2, In the first placa, the following definitions “4 forelgn policy
which is psychologically sound attempts to maximise the desirable effecta
of action and minimize the undesirable effects in such ways as the followingi
By taking mocount of the social and psychological charecteristics of
politically significant groups abroad; by considering questions of optimum
timing and surprise in the light of these characteristics; by paying atien-
tion to the poasibilitvy of exploiiing initial successes; or by permitiing
or rot permitting another power to save face”,

3. The paper disposes effasctively of two misconcepiions about the
‘ use of paychology in foreign affairu.ﬂfahen it is recognized that policy's

- role is to influence forsign people's behavior, it is certeinly not "dis-
honorable to use what we know about the social or psychologleel character-
jestics of people in order to influence this behavior." To neglect to use
this knowledge would otvioualy be self-defeating. The proper show of
consideration for the feelings and the national pride of others is nothing
but & specific case of the "paychologiczl use of foreign poliey”,(2fie a
mecond point, manipulation of the psychologicsl predispositions of & foreign
power is no substitute for other types of politieal acticn. “The argument
has been advanced in some quarters that if we made a greater sffort to
follow the psychological approach we could spend less on armaments and
sconomic assistance. This would be something like telling an executlve
in an automoblle fuctory that if he spent more on advertleing and publie
relations he would be able to cut dovm on production®, ... "Development
of expertise in dealing with the psychologlcal aspects of policy hss been
delayed by exaggerated expectations of what can be accomplished in thia
matter”,

4. The main developmsmt of the paper, however, bears less on the use
of psychology in policy meking than on the role of internmational communica-
tion, Although emphasis is placed on the use of mass media, there are some
vorthwhile remarks sbout the need of reaching not '"the most people™, but
“the right ones and at the right time", and the importance for publie rela-
tions officers to establish friendly relations with influential individuals
in ths communic:itions field rather than to meximize the ocutpul of press
relesses,
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5, The analysis of the role of the public relaticns spacialists in
the formulation of policies seems to be ircomplete. Thls, as wall as other
shortcomings of tils paper, may be due %o the fact that the authors have
paid mors attention to the technical aspect of commmnications than to the
fact that politicsl action alms primarily at jnfluencing the will of other
peopls and 1s by definition paychological.

6. 'The last perngreph of the paper desarves juotation:

*t.r one thing we may be certain., The rapid incrsase in the
destructivenesa of available weapons will not overshadow tholr porycho-
logieal aspoct. Rathar, the role which hops, fsar, despalr, expecia-
tions regarding the future, and other forces within individuals and
sociaties, play in Influencing politieal behavior will tend to increase
at the same time that wman's mastery of destructive power lncressac.
Ability %o comusnd oven more massive forces in the axternal phvsieal
environment dces not dwarf the importance of the psychological aupsot
of foreign policy, but presents us with new and more challenging problems
in the understanding of man's behavior,

OCB/SPS tCHTaquey: GBA

Approved For Release 2000/08/30 : CIA-RDP80-01446R000100170054-0



